
“Common Sense before leaving shore”

General Boating Knowledge



Safety check

• Engines work, battery 
charged, hull, tires, 
drain plug, etc  

• Safety equipment 
– example - Life jackets 

fit correctly for 
everyone on board



Fuel

Rule of thumb;

– 1/3 there

–1/3 back

–1/3 spare.

***Know how much fuel you use!!!



Marine Weather Conditions

• VHF weather channel (WX)

• Environment Canada 
website

• Phone Coast Guard 
weather Comox 339-0748



Trip Plans

give a responsible 
person;

– verbally  where 
you are going 
and time back  
(short trips)

– in writing where 
you are going, 
route you are 
following and 
when you will be 
coming back 
(long trips).



Inform Guests

• give a basic tour of the 
boat (safety equipment 
located, life jackets, how 
to operate, etc)



Loading a small boat

• Distribute the 
weight evenly, 
especially in small 
boats



Steps to filling gas
1. secure boat
2. turn engine off
3. get people ashore
4. extinguish open flames
5. no smoking
6. electrical equipment off
7. ports and hatches closed
8. portable tanks ashore
9. hole nozzle AGAINST filler pipe to prevent 

sparks
10. don’t overfill
11. wipe spillage
12. open up ports and hatches and run blower 

for at least 4 minutes 
13. smell for fumes





“Common Sense on the water”

General Boating Knowledge



Divers in water

• boat must display Blue & 
White International Flag 
“A” (Alpha)

• When divers are in the 
water a  Red with 
Diagonal White striped 
buoy is used to locate 
the area where they are.



Speed Limits

- Close to shore 10 km  
- slow

- Narrow river, canals, 
harbours – slow



Towing someone
(Wakeboard, Tubing)

• minimum 2 people 
in boat, 1 driver, 1 
spotter



Getting help – if needed

• Wave arms

• Flares

• VHF radio (channel 16)

• cell phone (only in 
populated areas)



Helping Others

• Legally you must stop to help others.  

• Only exception – putting yourself at risk.



Accidents (Reporting)

• You stop, give name 
and address, and 
offer assistance.

• Report it to the 
police



Poor weather/Fog

• Slow down, life 
jackets on, lights 
on and switch to 
full fuel tank



Capsizing/sinking

• Radio for help if possible (mayday 3 times –
name, description, location, problem), life jackets 
on, stay with boat if possible



Engine Failure

• #1 cause – no fuel

• poor maintenance

• overheating – faulty 
impeller or debris 
over water intake



“Common Sense on the water ”

Continued

General Boating Knowledge



Anchoring

Attach to a secure place on the bow (cleat) 
especially in rough water or high current area.



Hypothermia

• happens when you are wet 
(don’t have to fall into water)

• early sign – shivering, slurred 
speech

• intermediate signs – weak 
pulse, irrational, lack 
coordination

• final – weak/absent pulse, loss 
of consciousness

• treatment – shelter from cold, 
dry clothes, warm slowly.  No 
HOT liquids or alcohol



Basic Navigation Equipment

• compass, charts – most 
basic and can’t fail

• depth sounder, gps, chart 
plotter – electronic, can 
fail (dead battery, blown 
fuse, electrical short, etc) 



Understanding Wind  Speeds

Light 1 – 21 km up to 11 knots 

Moderate 22 – 36 km 12 - 19 knots

Strong 37 – 62km 20 – 33knots =   small craft warning *

Gale 63 – 87km 34 – 47 knots = Gale warning *

Storm 89 – 117km 48 – 63 knots = Storm warning *

Hurricane over 117km over 63 knots = Hurricane warning*

Note: the last 3 are announced on 

all weather announcements



Extra Stuff
“Need to Know”



• Canadian Tide and current Tables.  
Gives all the tides/currents for 
marine travel 

• Restricted Operators Certificate 
(Marine) needed for ANYONE 
using a radio



• Pleasure craft Courtesy Checks

– Make sure you have all safety equipment

• Anchors – different types based on the bottom



Navigation Lights

• Government/Police boats 
have a Blue Flashing Light

• All around white light for 
Anchoring

• Fishing Vessel Lights
– 2 all-round lights in a 

vertical line, the upper is 
red and the lower is white.



Sound Signals

• One short blast - I intend to change course to 
starboard

• Two short blasts - I intend to change course to 
port.

• Three short Blasts – I am backing up (astern 
propulsion)



Carbon monoxide gas

• Produced from any gas burning appliance or 
engine.  Can be fatal in a confined and enclosed 
space. 

• Symptoms 
– fatigue

– nausea

– headaches

– dizziness or fainting

– vomiting



Radar Reflector

• Used on boats that are built of 
mostly non-metallic materials

• Sometimes cannot be used due 
to impracticality



Transport Canada

• Approve many things for 
boating including;

– PFDs and Life Jackets

– Distress flares

– Pleasure Craft Tests

– etc



• Distress Flares valid four 
years from the date of 
manufacture

• Flares should be located 
within reach and stored 
vertically in a cool, dry 
place to keep them in 
good working condition.

• Magnetic Compass –
gives boats heading



Anchor Line

• minimum length 5 to 10 times 
the depth of the water when 
dropping anchor line on a 
pleasure craft.



Distress Symbols/Flags



• Running aground
– Check the people onboard to 

make sure no one is injured.

– Assess what damage that 
might have occurred.

• Heat Exhaustion
– having trouble keeping up 

with the rest and 
complaining of dizziness, 
muscle cramps, headache



• Manual Propelling device 
– should be accessible and 

available at any time.

• Muffler
– Every boat equipped with a 

motor other than a stock 
(unmodified) outboard 
engine must have a muffler 
and use it while operating 
within five nautical miles 
(9.26 km) of shore


